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It’s Easier than Ever to Be Part of Our Family 
If you are passionate about the education of children and youth with 
visual impairments, including those with additional disabilities, please 

become part of our social network on Facebook. If you have a Facebook 
account, you can find our page and become a fan by searching for 

Division on Visual Impairments. For those who do not have a Facebook 
account, you can view our page by going to the following URL: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/edit/?id=248244976215#!/pages/Divisio
n-on-Visual-Impairments/248244976215 
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President’s Message 

Loana Mason 
 
After several days without power, it feels great to be connected again. 

Surprisingly, the physical nuisance of being unable to cook, to do laundry, or 
to take a hot shower palled in comparison to being disconnected from the 
information superhighway and my social network. While this experience has 
taught me that I can live without air conditioning, I am not sure that I can say 
the same about my computer, cell phone, and eReader. Ten years ago, I 
relished those rare opportunities when Mother Nature forced us to get back 
to the basics. Today, I resent Mother Nature for interfering with my 
productivity. This experience has shown me that technology has become 
more than just a tool of convenience; it has become a way of living, thinking, 
and interacting.  

The thing I love most about technology is that it makes what seems impossible possible. 
Thanks to technology, we have gone from walking to riding to driving to flying and from books carved 
on tablets to books printed on paper to books displayed electronically. Each new era ushered in by 
technological advancements is bittersweet for those who must live through the transition from old to 
new. Thus, it is with mixed emotions that I write the last President’s Message to be published in hard 
copy. Starting with the winter 2012 issue, the DVI Quarterly will be published electronically. Like many 
others, I will miss finding this little gem in my mailbox, flipping through its pages, and adding it to my 
professional library. However, I also realize that the costs to produce and distribute hard copies limit 
the scope of each issue. Instead of letting cost determine the final page count, content will now be the 
deciding factor. Please send your contributions for future issues to Loana Mason at 
loana.mason@gmail.com. Other features we will be able to incorporate include full color, active 
hyperlinks, access to an online library of issues, the use of video footage, and other possibilities that 
we have yet to imagine. To be notified when new issues become available, please provide CEC with 
your e-mail address. Otherwise, you will be responsible for logging onto our website at 
www.cecdvi.org to access issues. Although the DVIQ will be packaged differently, it will still be 
committed to being an essential resource for practitioners. As President Jimmy Carter said, “We must 
adjust to changing times and still hold to unchanging principles.” 

 As the DVIQ prepares to go into unchartered waters, it is important to take a moment to 
acknowledge those who have laid a solid foundation from which to build upon. Foremost, we would 
like to thank retiring Editor, Dr. Sheila Amato, whose TLC helped this newsletter flourish into a highly 
respected, pseudo journal. We are also appreciative of the impeccable work of Pete Stabnick (our 
printer), Leslie Gertsch (our braillist), and Tony Amato (our PDF accessibility specialist). 

                                         TOC 

NEWS FLASH 

Discount on CEC-DVI Membership during November 
Stay tuned to www.cecdvi.org and our Facebook page for further details 
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What to Braille for and with Your Student 

 
Compiled by L. Penny Rosenblum, Ph.D. 

University of Arizona 
 
The most important thing to remember is that children need to see braille, see others using braille, and have 
reasons to use braille themselves.   
 
Providing Braille for Print Typically Found in the General Ed. or Special Ed. Classroom: 

 Lunch menu 

 Calendar 

 “Wall” words (e.g., spelling words) 

 Bulletin board material 

 Letter / number / word strips on desks 

 Job chart 

 Books (student made, teacher made, commercial) 

 Schedule 

 Classroom rules 
 
Using Braille For: 

 Personal schedule 

 Recipes 

 Labels on belongings (e.g., cubby, desk, CDs) 

 Telephone numbers of friends 

 Wish lists (e.g., birthday gifts, holiday gifts) 

 Shopping list (e.g., items to by during CBI or O&M lesson) 

 Notes to family, friends, teachers etc. 

 Cards for important people (e.g., birthday, Valentine, holiday) 

 Stories about experiences (e.g., the fire drill, O&M outing, dog that visited the classroom) 

 List of times and stations of favorite television shows 

 Song lyrics  

 Games (e.g., labeling a deck of cards, making a matching game to play with classmates) 

 Journal of experiences (e.g., one page per day with sentence and object to represent it) 

 Child-made books (e.g., What I Did at the Park) 
 
 
 
References: 
 Swensen, A. M. (1999). Beginning with braille: Firsthand experiences with a balanced approach to 
literacy. New York: AFB Press. 
  
 Wormsley, D. B. (2004). Braille literacy: A functional approach. New York: AFB Press. 
  
 Wormsley, D. P. & D’Andrea, F. M. (1997). Instructional strategies for braille literacy. New York: AFB 

Press. 
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CALL FOR WORKSHOP PROPOSALS 

53nd ANNUAL CTEBVI CONFERENCE 2012 
March 15-18, 2012  LAX Marriott 
  
 

  
The theme for 2012 is Bridging the Gap.  From where to where?  That’s up to you.  These times require ingenuity and 
the ability to do more with less.  
 
We are looking for workshops that offer practical solutions, interactive activities, and usable information to help make 
conference participants’ lives and jobs easier, and possibly a little something more – that "wouldn't this be nice?" or "I'd 
love to see this happen" idea. 
 
Participants should walk away with techniques and follow-up ideas that can be demonstrated during the workshop and 
carried over into the competing priorities of their busy lives. 
 
There are three workshop strands targeting specific interest areas: Transcribers (Braille transcribers and tactile graphics 
experts), Educators (teachers and mobility specialists), and Parents (self-explanatory). Your workshop should target a 
specific strand (although participants from other strands may attend). 
  
Your Strand Chairs 
If you have questions or need additional information about a specific workshop strand, the requirements for the 
workshops, want to brainstorm ideas, etc., please contact the workshop strand chair directly. They are ready to help 
you. 
 
Patty Biasca  Transcribers patbiasca@msn.com  925-937-9413 
 

Angela Martyn                 Educators          Amartyn@csb-cde.ca.gov            510-794-3800 ext 223   
 
Anne Ward          Parents  inland2wards@att.net  707-463-2296 
  
  

All proposals need to be submitted electronically to Patty Biasca at patbiasca@msn.com.  If 
you are unable to submit electronically, please contact Patty at 925-937-9413. Proposals must 
be received by October 17, 2012. 

  
 
 

See www.ctebvi.org for the full workshop proposal form. 
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We’re Better Together: 
Research Collaborations Between Home, School, 

and Community 
 

DVI Student Ambassadors 
 
Catherine Smyth, University of Northern Colorado: smyt1916@bears.unco.edu 
Adam Wilton, University of British Columbia: awilton@interchange.ubc.ca 
Kathryn Botsford, University of Northern Colorado: bots2132@bears.unco.edu   
 

 
 As doctoral learners, it is our responsibility to review historical perspectives in the teaching of students 
with visual impairments, to promote scientific-based practices that will improve student learning, and create 
new studies to advance our knowledge in the best interest of our community of practice. Research in the field 
of visual impairment requires the goodwill and support of families and practicing professionals, as well as the 
dedication of scholar-teachers.  Collecting information for significant research must include the experiences 
and expertise of families, teachers of students with visual impairments (TVI), O&M Specialists (OMS), general 
classroom teachers, and special educators.  Communication between participants must focus on what is 
needed to best serve students with visual impairments, not on the research-to-practice gap in education. In 
order for those who create the studies to be in touch with those who work in the field, there is work to be done 
on both sides (Bondy & Brownell, 2004). 
 
 Research is about answering important questions.  Thoughtful educators make these questions 
important by articulating what is most significant to them in their practice. Good educators examine their 
teaching practices daily, or even hourly, as they adapt strategies and curriculum to meet their student’s needs. 
Whether it is learning about new auditory description rules for standardized assessments or evidence-based 
practices for early intervention, we all have an obligation to our students and their families to work together. In 
addition, this equation includes working with general education teachers and special education generalists as 
they collaboratively address the needs of students with visual impairments. As researchers, educators, 
families, and students work together by developing research questions, collecting and analyzing data, and 
disseminating results, our field will improve the teaching strategies of all.  It is not enough to create studies and 
collect data as a team; it is vital to share the results and to translate knowledge into practice. 
 

There is so much to be done! As a community, we must document our practices to provide a historical 
lens for assessing excellence and success.  We must be continually aware of the quality and nature of the 
services delivered to children and families, and whether or not these services are well matched to the changing 
demographics of our student population. We must replicate research to ensure we have empirically cemented 
our practices for future generations, and create new integrated studies that will help us to refine our practice.  
All of this must be done with respect for more practical considerations, such as the caseloads and schedules of 
educators and individual school policies and finances.  

 
 As the field moves forward, it is obvious that we can’t do this without everyone’s help. Administrators, 
educators, and parents can help by simply taking the time to answer surveys in their email.   Parents and 
educators can assist university researchers by participating in action research, measuring the effectiveness of 
new products or practices with students in the classroom or the home. It is critical that the individuals who will 
use the final information should help to identify the questions to be answered. Our ability to meet the full 
spectrum of the educational needs of students with visual impairment is much more effective when we 
recognize that participating in a research project is a powerful learning opportunity to reflect on our teaching 
practices and to increase everyone’s understanding of how children learn. Ultimately, our collaboration in  
 
research answers the most important question we can ask: how do we best serve students with visual 
impairments? 

mailto:Smyt1916@bears.unco.edu
mailto:awilton@interchange.ubc.ca


  
 
Bondy, E. & Brownell, M. (2004). Getting Beyond the Research to Practice Gap:  Researching Against the 
Grain. Teacher Education and Special Education: The  Journal of the Teacher Education Division of the 
Council for Exceptional Children,  27, 47-56. 
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Fall Update from the National Federation of the Blind (NFB) 
 
 
Back to School  

It’s back to school time on the National Federation of the Blind’s TeachBlindStudents.org Web site. You’ll find 
NFB Teacher of Tomorrow mentoring program information, job listings in the field of blindness education, and 
other resources for preparing to teach blind children, like listings of teacher prep programs, professional 
certification contacts, and advice to finance your education. Coming soon: Education Station! For more 
information on TeachBlindStudents.org, contact Rosy Carranza at (410) 659-9314, extension 2283, or 
rcarranza@nfb.org. 

The NFB system of chapters in all fifty states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico is a ready-made 
network of successful blind adults to role model for your students. Locate your closest NFB affiliate at 
nfb.org/nfb/State_and_Local_Organizations.asp. This school year, take advantage of the resources and the 
vast expertise and mentorship available (for you and your students) through the organized blind movement. 
 
Reading, Writing, and ‘rithmetic  

The NFB has programs that encourage all age groups to love reading Braille.  

 The Braille Reading Pals program gives young emerging readers a plush reading time companion, a Braille 
birthday card in the mail, and other fun activities that build interest in Braille. The program also provides 
monthly newsletters and other support to the blind child’s first teachers, the parents or guardians. 
Registration begins November 1.  

 The Braille Readers Are Leaders program is celebrating its 30th contest year. Youth and adult Braille 
readers compete to read the greatest number of pages. Registration begins October 1.  

 Delight your blind student with a letter from Santa. Every year at holiday time, NFB elves help St. Nick send 
personalized Braille messages to little blind children. See NFB.org for details as the season draws near. 

 
Scholarship Opportunities 

At the 2011 NFB national convention in Orlando, the NFB awarded thirty cash academic scholarships totaling 
$122,000. If you know legally blind students planning to enroll in a U.S. postsecondary degree program in 
2012, spread the word that NFB scholarship program competition begins the first week in November. Your 
student could become a member of the 2012 scholarship class and walk across the stage in Dallas to receive 
a $12,000 check! Encourage all who are preparing for higher education to visit nfb.org/scholarships for the 
details and to download an application, due by March 31, 2012.  
 
Meet the Blind 
Every October NFB affiliates create opportunities for Americans to meet blind people and learn firsthand about 
our lives. Called Meet the Blind Month, chapters invite residents to events like meet and greets, walk-a-thons, 
and picnics. New things are in store in 2011, as chapters answer the challenge to host the most creative event. 
Why don’t you join in, and see the positive blindness philosophy of the National Federation of the Blind in 
action! 
 
Keep up with the NFB through our e-newsletter Imagineering Our Future.  
Subscribe by sending a request to JerniganInstitute@nfb.org. 
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Book Review 
 

Foundations of Orientation and Mobility, Third Edition, Volumes I & II, 
William R. Wiener, Richard L. Welsh, and Bruce B. Blasch (Editors). New 

York, NY: AFB Press, 2010, 699 pp. (Volume I), 833 pp. 
(Volume II), $145. 

Reviewed by Stacy M. Kelly, Ed.D., COMS 
 
 For the first time ever, the updated edition of Foundations of Orientation and Mobility includes 
two volumes instead of containing all of the information in one single volume. This text has become 
widely known by many as the premiere reference and teaching tool on orientation and mobility 
(O&M). It is purposefully designed to prepare O&M specialists and function as an essential guide for 
practicing specialists too. The previous two editions accomplished this during time periods that have 
since past. The third edition achieves this same distinguished mark of quality for those currently 
learning at the university level and those working in the discipline today.  
 

The first impression upon opening each volume is the breadth of information covered. The 
reader that becomes more familiar with this book quickly feels that it is more than an updated edition. 
It is a complete revision. It is an expansion into new areas along with a reorganization of the 
information presented in previous editions. The new areas covered by the latest edition are timely and 
relevant to the profession of orientation and mobility today. As the editors note, “the amount of 
information between editions had grown enormously. The built environment had become more 
complex, cars had become quieter, and technology had provided the means to gather more 
information about the environment”. 

 
 Practitioners were not yet grappling with these facets of the environment, transportation, and 
technology when the previous editions were published in the 1980s and 1990s. The sudden increase 
in complex intersections, quiet cars, and accessible wayfinding technology warranted a major change 
in the structure of this premiere book. A one volume textbook was recognized by the editors as being 
insufficient and each of these new topic areas is thoughtfully embedded in the third edition.  
 

The chapters in Volume I: History and Theory are devoted to the theoretical foundations of 
O&M. Readers should look here is they are seeking out why certain O&M methods or theories are 
used. In addition to the theoretical foundations of O&M, the development and history of the discipline 
are documented in Volume I.  

 
The chapters in Volume II: Instructional Strategies and Practical Applications provide ways of 

teaching the philosophies included in Volume 1. Readers should turn here if they are wondering how 
to implement certain O&M methods or theories in the context of everyday situations encountered by 
travelers with visual impairments. It must be noted that one of the four parts of Volume II is entirely 
about orientation and mobility and different disabilities for the first time. This in-depth look at learners 
with additional challenges was needed to serve what has become an exceptionally diverse group. 
The other seemingly massive topic of age-related instruction (i.e., methods of teaching O&M from the 
early childhood years through older adulthood) also earned its own section in Volume II for the first 
time. Information no longer feels compacted or squeezed together. 

 
 Another key feature that transcends both volumes of the third edition is the reorganization from 
previous editions. Information is cross-referenced between volumes and chapters. Redundant 
information is presented in certain areas of the text. The editors note that this was intentional. It 



allows for certain chapters of the text to be used as independent teaching tools rather than requiring 
readers to follow the sequence information is introduced in the book. Thus, some overlap was 
warranted. This style of presentation is reflective of current thinking too. Information is not shared in 
silos but is instead a blended discussion of concepts across many major topic areas.  
 

The reader is left to ponder, where might we go from here? How many volumes will it take to 
cover it all in the next edition? It is well known that the rapid changes in infrastructure and technology 
deeply impact travelers with visual impairments and their methods of O&M. The editors speculate in 
the introductory material that time between editions may become even shorter in the future. 
Nevertheless, the third edition of Foundations of Orientation and Mobility should definitely be 
referenced in our classrooms, sitting on our bookshelves, and jammed in our backpacks. It is the only 
edition truly reflective of current practices that also embraces the theoretical foundations of the 
discipline at the same time. The editors and authors that contributed to this third edition have 
provided the field of blindness and visual impairment with another milestone in the development and 
delivery of services. 

 
 
 

Keith Field: About the Artist 
 

Since the early 1980's, my art work has explored different aesthetic approaches to figurative 
compositions. My work is inspired by such genres as hyper-realism, impressionism and 
abstract expressionism. I have explored the mediums of drawing, oil/watercolor painting, 
digital painting, printmaking, photography, holography and stereo photography. I also worked 
professionally as a Graphic Designer, Illustrator and Photographer.  
 
In 2000, I was diagnosed with a rare form of Macular Degeneration called Stargardt disease. 
The disease left me with no central or inner peripheral vision in either eye. Many years after 
giving up my career as a Graphic Designer, I found that I could utilize magnification software in 
digital photography to enlarge images on a computer monitor. By greatly enlarging images, I 
found that I could actually create highly detailed images again. Through determination and 
practice, I developed a way of seeing that allows me to view objects in my peripheral vision. 
This approach enables me to view objects as impressionistic colors and shapes. Seeing this way 
freed me of the preconceived limitations that I thought the disability imposed on me.  
 
I am currently working on com positing images from photographs made by non-traditional 
processes. In one of my most recent works (Leaf Light), I have been exploring the creative 
potential of using a flat-bed scanner to capture high-resolution digital images. This is achieved 
by scanning found objects such as leafs, shells, flowers and other objects in nature. I like to 
work with objects that have strong design elements within their structure. These objects can 
me modified either during the scanning process, in Photoshop or while printing. This approach 
has given me more freedom then conventional photography over the composition, design and 
layout of the subject. I am continuing to explore this unique approach to making photographs 
and will be completing a suite of new nature studies this fall.  
 



 
THINGS EVERY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT WITH A VISUAL IMPAIRMENT SHOULD 

KNOW (OR BE EXPOSED TO) 
 

By Sharon Clark, M.Ed. TVI 
sharonjackson03@comcast.net 

 
 
Independent Living: 

 Does the student use a Braille or talking watch to keep track of time?  

 Does the student know how to keep an appointment calendar? 

 Does the student know about various companies that sell adaptive products? 

 
Clothing Care and Laundry: 

 Does the student have a system in place to identify and match clothing? 

 Can the student operate a washer and dryer? 

 Can the student separate clothes for washing? 

 Does the student have a system in place for remembering the washing/drying instructions for each 
piece of clothing? 

 Does the student know how to fold and hang their clothes? 

 Can the student operate an iron? 

 Does the student know methods to effectively shop for clothing? 

 
Cooking: 

 Does the student know how to meal plan for a week?  

 Does the student know their options when grocery shopping? 

 Can the student operate the stove, oven, and microwave? 

 Does the student know where to find recipes in an accessible format? 

 Does the student know how to perform simple food preparation? 

 
Cleaning: 

 Does the student have a systematic cleaning technique for ensuring that all surfaces are thoroughly 
cleaned? 

 Does the student know what products can be used to clean particular areas (i.e.: furniture polish on 
wood of furniture, Tilex for bathroom and/or kitchen tiles)? 

 
Labeling: 

 Does the student know the various labeling systems and how to use them? 

 Can the student label materials/products for identification or use? 

 Is the student aware that some companies provide Braille overlays and manuals in print, Braille or on 
cassette? 

 
Money Management: 

 Does the student have a system in place to properly identify money? 

 Does the student know how to write a check either by hand or via the computer? 

 Does the student know how to keep a budget? 

 Does the student know how to keep track of bank account transactions? 

 
  



 
 
 
Assistive Technology: 

 Does the student know that she/he should keep record of their serial numbers for each assistive 
technology product? 

 Does the student have a file of contact information for each company in which they have assistive 
technology? 

 Can the student locate information and updates about assistive technology products they are using? 

 
Keeping Informed: 

 Does the student know how to find out about new products? 

 Does the student know how to research the pros and cons of new products? 

 
Recreation: 

 Does the student know how to research about activities in their area? 

 Is the student aware that they can call facilities to ask about accessible programs? 

 
Advocacy Skills: 

 Does the student know to explain his/her visual impairment in everyday language? 

 Is the student able to list and explain his/her strengths and weaknesses as it pertains to his/her visual 
impairment within the classroom and community? 

 Is the student able to request appropriate accommodations from classroom     teachers? 

 Is the student able to order textbooks from Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic? 

 Is the student able to use the Internet to find out if a book is available from a common bookstore  such 
as Amazon.com or Barnes & Noble, (or if they have books on cassette or CD’s) if it is not available 
through other libraries? 

 Does the student know how  to utilize a tutor reader? This includes keeping track of hours and 
payments. 

 Can the student list and describe the assistive technology he/she uses -  in everyday language? 

 Can the student  explain the problem with a piece of assistive technology when it is being returned for 
repair? (i.e.: I think the notetaker’s battery is dead or the switch is broken). 

 Can the student call a public facility such as an art museum and inquire about accommodations (i.e.: 
Braille, auditory, or tactile tours) that are offered to individuals with visual impairments? 

 Can the student call a restaurant and ask whether or not they provide Braille or large print menus? 

 Can the student  request assistance from appropriate personnel when shopping in the store? Can the 
student appropriately decline assistance when it is not needed?  

 
Organizational Skills: 

 Is the student able to keep an accessible address book of phone numbers and addresses of various 
places? 

 Is the student able to mark printed materials in large print or Braille for easy identification when filing? 

 Is the student able to mark folders in large print/Braille for easy identification and ease of filing and 
retrieval? 

 Is the student able to keep all materials organized within the folders? 
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REACH OUT AND TEACH 
Helping Your Child Who is Visually Impaired Learn to Grow 

by Kay Alicyn Ferrell 
Consulting Editor: Susan J. Spungin 

 
Reviewed by Carlton Anne Cook Walker 

 
 
With Reach Out and Teach, Kay Alicyn Ferrell provides an excellent road map for parents and caregivers of 
young children who are blind/visually impaired.  She includes a wealth of information and presents it in an 
accessible, yet professional, tone. 
 
Ferrell segments the book into two parts: Meeting Your Baby and Focus on Learning.  In this first part, Ferrell 
connects with parents.  In the second part, she provides a blueprint for the educational preparation of a child 
with a visual impairment, from birth through kindergarten.   
 
Initially, Ferrell addresses parents' feelings and questions relating to a diagnosis of visual impairment in their 
child by providing information relating to visual impairments in young children and resources that help support 
families of children who are blind/visually impaired.  However, it is the enumerated parental rights Ferrell sets 
forth in pages 20-23 that illustrate her understanding of the pressures and emotion relating to parenting a child 
diagnosed with a visual impairment. 
 
Next, Ferrell addresses vision and visual impairment.  She provides a short course in visual function and 
terminology relating to visual impairment.  Ferrell also sets forth a list of questions for parents to ask their 
child's eye care provider.  As a parent who has attended numerous appointments with my daughter, I wish I 
had this information when my daughter was young.  The stress surrounding an appointment can make it 
difficult to participate meaningfully in a child's medical appointment.  Chapter Two of Reach Out and Teach 
makes it easier.  
 
Ferrell next sets forth foundational educational principles for all children and highlights the special needs of 
young children who are blind/visually impaired.  Through concise prose and helpful illustrations, Ferrell shows 
parents how to be the first teachers of their children with visual impairments.  These principles, in fact, are 
appropriate for children of all ages, and Ferrell's principles are valuable for all teachers of students who are 
blind/visually impaired as well as for all individuals who works with children who are blind/visually impaired.  
 
After explaining Early Intervention and the educational rights of young children with disabilities in the United 
States, Ferrell takes parents through a journey of developmental milestones with particular emphasis on the 
special needs of children who are blind/visually impaired.  Each chapter begins a chart of “What You Can 
Expect” regarding the parent's behavior, the child's behavior, and issues of concern.  I find these charts, and 
the accompanying detailed information, to be the true jewels of this text.  Unlike many child development time 
lines, Ferrell's does not segment each activity into a narrow month-by-month expectation.  Instead, she 
provides broad age ranges and guides parents through relevant activities to promote skills across all domains, 
including gross motor, fine motor, speech, eating, orientation, concept development, and literacy.   
 
I needed these chapters when my daughter was little.  Even though my daughter's visual impairment was not 
diagnosed until she was two years old, her early development was delayed by her multiple hospitalizations and 
related medical issues.  I still remember how frustrated I was reading month-by-month developmental 
milestones when she was 9-12 months behind.  Ferrell's chapters eschew the numbers in favor of a holistic 
approach to the child.  This approach is much more accessible for parents whose children may progress at 



different rates and in different areas than do typical children.  Both parents ad children will benefit from this 
presentation of developmental information. 
 
 
 
As noted above, Ferrell provides high-quality information through accessible language and presentation 
throughout the book.  Reach Out and Teach serves as an excellent introduction for parents and caregivers of 

young children who are blind/visually impaired, and I recommend it to all. 
 
From the Editor: Carlton Anne Cook Walker is embarking on her third year of teaching students who are 
blind/visually impaired. The mother of a blind daughter, ten year old Anna Catherine, Carlton has been a 
practicing attorney since 1996. 
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Special Membership OFFER!!!         
 
We are offering a special offer to new and/or renewing members for the 
month of NOVEMBER ONLY! You can receive $10 off membership if you 
use the membership form with the special code. The special code is listed 
on the membership renewal form. You must use that code in order to take 
advantage of the offer (see membership form in the Q). It cannot be used 
with any other CEC membership offers.  
 
We need members now more than ever. Our membership is currently 457. 
Post in your school. Pass out to students in your college classes. Our goal 
is 510! Join us in reaching this goal, by encouraging friends and colleagues 
to join!  

       TOC 

Stand out among teachers of the blind and visually impaired! Don't miss this opportunity to hold this important, 
nationally recognized, certification of literary braille proficiency. 

 

The National Certification in Literary Braille (NCLB) test will be administered by the 

National Blindness Professional Certification Board (NBPCB) 

 
 
 

 

in Louisville, Kentucky on  
Tuesday December 6, 2011  

In conjunction with the Getting in Touch with Literacy 2011 Conference at the Seelbach Hilton Hotel, 
500 Fourth Street, Louisville, Kentucky 

 
Please go to our website, www.nbpcb.org/nclb to find out more information and to learn more details, 

get study material and to register!  
registration Deadline is November 22, 2011 

 
You may also contact the National NCLB Test Coordinator, Deja Powell at dpowell@latech.edu or at 

318.257.2029 with any further questions or to check for additional test locations. 
 

 

http://www.nbpcb.org/nclb
mailto:dpowell@latech.edu


 

 



 
 
Passing the Reins 
... a legacy continues as the excitement of transition approaches. 

 
The deadline for submissions for the Fall issue of the DVIQ was yesterday. I have all of the articles, updates, and vendor 
advertisements ready for layout... but I'm missing one page; my "passing the reins" editor comments. I've known that I 
have to write this one page for over a year, and I've even thought about it occasionally. But I just don't have the right 
words to express the sentiment that, after almost 12 years as editor of this publication, I'm reluctantly, yet very happily 
and with much satisfaction, stepping down from this position. As I step down, I'm also stepping up into the role of 
retired TVI and omnipresent grandmother, since I recently moved from New York to the mountains of West Virginia to 
be closer to my sons, daughter in law and grandchildren. 
 
But before I say goodbye to this position (I do plan to remain active in our field and in DVI activities), I would like to take 
some of my "passing the reins" page to reflect upon the people in our field who have shared this journey with me. I've 
been blessed to meet many of the leaders and legends in our field as a result of their responses to my unabashed phone 
calls and email messages asking them to "please write something" for our Q; we value your expertise. I've learned from 
them, and been inspired and enriched by the comments these authors shared with all of us. I've been blessed to work 
with many DVI Presidents and officers; true heroes in my perspective for the time and the work that they volunteer to 
do on our behalf.  
 
I am most grateful for the tutelage and support of two of my friends/colleagues, Bob Brasher and Stuart Wittenstein. It 
was Stuart who first  introduced me to CEC/DVI when I was a student in his class. It was Stuart who encouraged me to 
try to earn a leadership role in our field, and it was Stuart who listened, advised, and walked besides me when the going 
was rough. Bob didn't laugh when I approached him about helping out with the DVIQ as an inexperienced rookie, but he 
welcomed me aboard, he found tasks for me to do, and once he passed the reins to me, he continued to serve as my 
mentor throughout the years. Thank you both for nurturing me in this role.  
 
My deep appreciation goes to Pete Stabnick, who has been our printer for over 2 decades. He has put forth quality work 
and has extended his hand in friendship. I will miss my professional affiliation with him and his company. Our braillists, 
Leslie Gertsch and Vicki Flake will continue to assure full accessibility of our publication for those members who wish to 
receive braille files. My best wishes to Loana Mason, who will assume the editorship position of the DVIQ upon 
completion of her term as President of DVI. She has much to continue to offer DVI, and I look forward to being the 
recipient of the many ways in which she can enhance our publication during this transition. And to the DVI committee... 
my colleagues and my friends... each one of you has contributed your time and talent unselfishly. I treasure your ideas, 
honesty, contributions and continued friendship.   
 
I thank each one of you - the membership of DVI - for being a part of my journey and I do hope to continue to share 
walks along peaceful trails with you in the future. 

        Sheila  
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